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PHOTO ELYSÉE IN 2026
In 2026, Photo Elysée will present a series 
of exhibitions that foreground the power of 
imagery – how the visual representation of 
reality affects our interpretation of it. The 
museum will explore the noise of the world 
with Luc Delahaye and Alfredo Jaar; discover 
new vistas with Ella Maillart; parse modern-day 
mores with Hannah Darabi and Salvatore Vitale; 
and, in a major exhibition, spotlight humankind’s 
relationship with animals through 200 years 
of photography. These shows will encourage 
visitors to ponder questions of reality, memory, 
political engagement and living beings. 
 
Luc Delahaye. The Echo of the World
6 March – 31 May 2026
This major monographic exhibition looks at 25 
years from the career of French photographer 
Luc Delahaye (b. 1962). His portfolio of work – 
from the war in Iraq to the war in Ukraine, from 
Haiti to Libya, and from OPEC (Organization of 
the Petroleum Exporting Countries) conferences 
to COP (Conference of the Parties) gatherings 
– indexes many ways in which today’s world has 
gone awry.
Delahaye’s practice combines documentary 
and art photography. A former member of 
Magnum Photos, he became known for his war 
images in the 1990s. In the 2000s, he switched 
to large-format cameras – while still grounding 
his photographs in current events – and began 
showing his work in museums. 

This exhibition was created by the Jeu de Paume 
in Paris in collaboration with Photo Elysée and is 
being shown in Paris until 4 January 2026.

 
Ella Maillart. Photographic Encounters
6 March – 1 November 2026
Ella Maillart (1903–1997) was an extraordinary 
adventurer, as well as a photographer and writer, 
who spent extended periods of time in Asia. In 
2025, her entire body of work was recognized by 
UNESCO. 
Photo Elysée wishes to pay tribute to this 
exceptional woman by drawing on her 
photographic archives, which consist of several 
thousand photographs all held in the museum’s 
collection. The exhibition, structured around 
Maillart’s four major trips to Asia in the 1930s, 
highlights the linkages between her images and 
her writing and explores how her photographic 
legacy adds to and perpetuates the memory of 
the world.  

 
 

Luc Delahaye, Un feu, 2021 © Courtesy of Luc Delahaye and of the gallery 
Nathalie Obadia, Paris / Bruxelles

Ella Maillart, Marché devant la madrasa Chir Arab, Boukhara, 1932, gelatin 
silver print © Estate of Ella Maillart and Photo Elysée, Lausanne
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Salvatore Vitale. Sabotage!
6 March – 31 May 2026
Death by GPS, by Italian artist Salvatore Vitale 
(b. 1984), considers the human cost of the gig 
economy. Through photographs, videos and 
installations, he points to the contradictions 
of digital capitalism, where the promise of 
greater freedom and flexibility simply masks 
the persistent inequalities of post-colonialism. 
Teaming up with freelance workers in South 
Africa, Vitale asserts the primacy of human labor 
and proposes ways of countering the systemic 
exploitation underpinning platform-based work. 
Vitale currently lives in Zurich. His works are held 
in several public and private collections and 
have been shown in contemporary art museums 
and festivals around the world. 

  
Alfredo Jaar. Inferno & Paradiso
26 June – 1 November 2026 
Inferno & Paradiso  is an immersive installation 
created by Alfredo Jaar (b. 1956), a fixture in 
the international contemporary art world. 
In this groundbreaking project, Jaar posits 
that the onslaught of images of human 
suffering is dulling our sensitivity. Twenty press 
photographers from around the world were 
asked to select two images from their respective 
portfolios – the most painful one they had taken 
and a hopeful one. Through these images, shown 
as slide projections, the photographers take us 
on a journey through heaven and hell, just as 
Virgil guided Dante in The Divine Comedy. 

This exhibition, co-produced with the cultural 
association On The Move, was developed for the 
Cortona On The Move international photography 
festival. 

From the exhibition Inferno & Paradiso d'Alfredo Jaar © Veronique De Viguerie

Untitled, 2025, from the series Death by GPS (2022–Ongoing) © Salvatore Vitale



PRESS RELEASE

Hannah Darabi. Why Don’t You Dance?
26 June – 1 November 2026
Hannah Darabi, winner of the 2025 Prix Elysée, 
delves into Iran’s popular dance scene with Why 
Don’t You Dance? 
By combining photographs, videos and archival 
pieces, the artist shows how, depending on the 
social and political context, people – especially 
members of the Iranian diaspora – can use 
dancing as a way of expressing their identity 
and freeing themselves. Inspired by the 
autobiography of Mahvash, a leading Iranian 
cabaret figure of the 1950s, and by karaoke 
evenings at the Cabaret Tehran in Los Angeles, 
Darabi links past and present dance practices. 

The Prix Elysée is an award created by Photo 
Elysée and Parmigiani Fleurier in an exclusive 
partnership. 

Animal Model. 200 Years of Photography
4 December 2026 – 4 April 2027
Photographers have trained their lenses on 
animals since the early days of the medium. 
In Animal Model, Photo Elysée examines how 
their images have informed our attitude toward 
animals – how we love them, use them or seek 
to protect them. The exhibition, organized by 
theme, invites visitors to reflect upon the role 
of animals in our visual culture and, ultimately, 
to question the borders between the human 
and animal worlds. The photographs on display 
consist of both major works and anonymous 
images, from the 19th through the 21st centuries.

This exhibition will be co-produced with 
Rencontres d’Arles.  

Three exhibitions running until 1 February 2026: 

Gen Z 
Shaping a New Gaze
An immersive foray into the creative universe of 
Generation Z through the works of 66 artists born 
between the mid-1990s and 2010.  

L is for Look
Children's Photobooks
An exploration of the evolving relationship 
between photography and education through 
the prism of children’s photobooks, revealing a 
niche yet thought-provoking visual heritage. 
 
Lehnert & Landrock 
Revisiting a Colonial Archive 
An in-depth look at one part of Photo 
Elysée’s holdings, juxtaposed with works by 
contemporary artists.

© Photo Elysée, Lausanne, Fonds Marcel Imsand

Hannah Darabi, Constitutional Law, Polygamy, Yes/No, "Mahvashs Book Of 
Pleasure", 2024, from the series Why Don’t You Dance?, ongoing © Hannah 
Darabi

© Khashayar Javanmardi / Photo Elysée / Plateforme 10
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PRESS INFORMATIONS 

Plateforme 10  
Strategically located a stone’s throw from
Lausanne’s train station, Plateforme 10 is a
multidisciplinary arts district, one of the few
of its kind in Europe. Since 2022, the site brings
together three museums, the MCBA – the
Cantonal Museum of Fine Arts, the mudac
– the Museum of Contemporary Design and
Applied Arts, and Photo Elysée – the Cantonal
Museum for Photography, devoted respectively
to the fine arts, design and photography,
housed in two iconic buildings. Set up on an
esplanade, the district encompasses more
than 25,000 square meters dedicated to
culture, right in the very heart of the city.

PRESS CONTACTPRESS CONTACT 
presse.elysee@plateforme10.ch
 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION AND ACCESS PRACTICAL INFORMATION AND ACCESS 
Photo Elysée 
Cantonal Museum for Photography 
Place de la Gare 17 
CH–1003 Lausanne 
www.elysee.ch 
T +41 21 318 44 00

OPENING HOURSOPENING HOURS
Monday–Sunday: 10am–6pm
Thursday: 10am–8pm
Tuesday : closed

ACCESSACCESS
CFF train station, Lausanne, 3 minutes on foot
Bus: 1, 3, 20, 21; stop Lausanne-Gare
Bus: 6, stop Cécil
Metro: m2, stop Lausanne-Gare
Car: Parking Montbenon, discount

Cover image: @ Gianni Camporota

PARTNERS
Photo Elysée, Cantonal Museum for 
Photography, is a museum of the Fondation 
Plateforme 10,actively supported by the 
Canton of Vaud.

Photo Elysée warmly thanks its partners for
their invaluable support:

Fondation
de l'Elysée

Fondation
notaire
André Rochat

Fondation VRM

Public institution

Global partner

Main partner

Private Partners, Patrons and Institutional Partners

Members

mailto:presse.elysee%40plateforme10.ch?subject=
http://www.elysee.ch

