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Press release 04.06.2024

THE EIGHT NOMINATED 
PROJECTS FOR THE PRIX 
ELYSÉE 2025 ARE ANNOUNCED! 
LAUNCHED IN 2014 BY PHOTO 
ELYSÉE, CANTONAL MUSEUM 
FOR PHOTOGRAPHY IN 
LAUSANNE, IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH PARMIGIANI FLEURIER, 
THE PRIX ELYSÉE OFFERS A 
SUBSTANTIAL FINANCIAL 
CONTRIBUTION, CURATORIAL 
SUPPORT AND SIGNIFICANT 
VISIBILITY TO MID-CAREER 
ARTISTS. 
For its latest edition, Photo Elysée and Parmigiani 
Fleurier are delighted to reveal the names of the 
eight nominees: Hannah Darabi, Roger Eberhard, 
Rahim Fortune, Camille Gharbi, Samuel Gratacap, 
Seif Kousmate, Felipe Romero Beltrán and 
Anastasia Samoylova. 
 
The artists competing for the Prix Elysée 2025, 
selected from among more than 700 applications 
from all over the world, have each submitted an 
original project that they hope to accomplish over 
the next two years. The eight photographers, chosen 
by a jury of international experts for this initial phase, 
will each receive the sum of CHF 5000 to launch their 
project. A professional jury will gather together in the 
spring of 2025 to elect the winning project.  

Find out more about these projects, the nominees’ 
artistic approaches and a few of their images 
representative of their earlier work during the 
Nuit des images on June 22, 2024 at Photo Elysée.

Hannah Darabi (Iran, 1981)
Why Don’t You Dance? is an artistic research project 
inspired by three leading figures from Iran’s 
popular dance scene: Mahvash, one of the most 
popular cabaret singers and dancers in 1950s’ Iran; 
cabaret dancer Jamileh, and Mohammad 
Khordadjan, the renowned dancer and 
choreographer from Los Angeles’ Iranian pop scene. 
Hannah Darabi will explore this artistic expression as 
a cultural element whose significance can shift 
depending on its social and political context. Why 
Don’t You Dance? will be made up of photographs 
set out in relation to these three stars of the Iranian 
popular dance tradition, as well as archives 
connected to its history.   

Roger Eberhard (Switzerland, 1984)  
Roger Eberhard’s project Meanwhile will explore 
the synchronicity of global events. The artist asked 
20 people from 20 different countries to designate 
the twelve most significant events since 1700. With 
141 unique responses, he selected the twelve most 
convergent events as a starting point of his work.  
For each of them, Roger Eberhard will seek out and 
document a striking story that took place on the 
same day elsewhere in the world. For example, on 

 
Hannah Darabi, from the series Haut Bas Fragile, 2016 © Hannah Darabi 

Roger Eberhard, Palm Tree, from the series Escapism, 2022 © Roger Eberhard 
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July 14, 1789, the day of the Bastille stormed, the 
Scottish explorer Alexander Mackenzie reached the 
Arctic Ocean as he was searching for a river 
passage to Alaska. The aim of this approach will be 
to highlight the synchronicity of human experiences 
and to strengthen our collective consciousness.

Rahim Fortune (United States, 1994)
With his series The Cove, Rahim Fortune plans to work 
around pain and memory associated with the loss of 
family and community. Both a love letter to his family 
and a critique of the way in which progress can often 
harm oneself and others, this project will examine 
the inherent contradictions in the notion of pride, 
highlighting the importance of recognising that two 
truths can co-exist. Aiming to challenge the idea of 
“the good old days” and encourage personal 
reflection, Fortune’s work belongs to a certain 
tradition of speculative documentary photography, 
already evident in his previous series. 

Camille Gharbi (France, 1984)
The project Intimes Convictions will explore sexual 
violence and its invisibility in our societies, 
focusing on chemical submission. Using 
documentary and conceptual photography, archive 
and video, Camille Gharbi's work aim to reveal the 
underlying structures of power. This violence, usually 
perpetrated by men, is difficult to prove because of 
the lack of tangible proof and sometimes its victims’ 
loss of consciousness. Social tolerance of these 
crimes is fuelled by the culture and fictional 
narratives that influence our perceptions. The 
project will examine the representation and 
subjective view of this invisible reality, highlighting 
the banality of rape culture and encouraging us to 
change our perception of the world. 

Samuel Gratacap (France, 1982) 
Welcome Europa is a project that documents the 
journeys of men and women across areas of 
relegation in the Balkans and the Mediterranean. 
Samuel Gratacap will focus on border crossings into 
the European Union, compiling portraits and 
unearthing initiatives of solidarity. The project aims 
to describe the violence and hardship of these 
journeys whilst showing how civil society reacts by 
offering concrete solutions in terms of hospitality 
and sometimes vital assistance to people in exile. 
It is inspired by the artist’s documentary work in the 
Mediterranean over the last fifteen years, extending 
it to the western Balkans, a busy migration route 
to Europe.  

Seif Kousmate (Morocco, 1988) 
In his project Men vs Fathers, Seif Kousmate will 
delve into his family archives, comparing his current 
feelings with the memories of an aborted attempt to 
connect with his father. He plans to use objects and 
textures from his childhood to create parallels with 
how their relationship has evolved. Blending various 
media, it will be about reclaiming his childhood 
environment, renewing his connection with his father 
and creating a new narrative about masculinity and 
fatherhood. 

Samuel Gratacap, Camp de Choucha (pendant une tempête de sable), from the series 
Empire, Tunisia, 2015 © Samuel Gratacap 

Rahim Fortune, Billy and Minzly, Buda, Texas, 2020 © Rahim Fortune 

Camille Gharbi, Scar, from the series Devenir des hommes, 2022-2023 © Camille Gharbi
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Felipe Romero Beltrán (Colombia, 1992)
Between 1940 and 1980, over 70% of Columbia’s rural 
population migrated towards urban centres, and 
countless civility manuals were written to 
facilitate the transition. Article XXIX of 
Manuel Antonio Carreño’s manual prohibits, among 
other things, the imitation of animals. The 
connection between imitating birds and 
photography, instigated by naturalist painter and 
inventor Hercule Florence, reveals a lasting and very 
close connection between visual and vocal 
recording. A Body That Speaks As a Bird will explore 
this dynamic through the personal, intimate 
experience of Felipe Romero Beltrán’s family, who left 
the Colombian mountains.

Anastasia Samoylova (United States, 1984)
Transformations is a project addressing climate 
change in various places across the world by 
focusing on the notion of adaptation from several 
angles: altered landscapes, the new green industries, 
climate-resilient architecture and the people behind 
these innovations. Anastasia Samoylova draws her 
inspiration from climatopias, defined as 
architectural works that meet social, political and 
spatial criteria for just, inclusive and resilient urban 
futures. Her visual approach will refrain from 
didactic declarations in favour of meticulous 
observation. By highlighting progress, however small, 
Anastasia Samoylova hopes to shift the perception 
of the climate emergency from despair to 
collaborative resilience.  

Felipe Romero Beltrán, Untitled, from the series Dialect, 2023 © Felipe Romero Beltrán 

Anastasia Samoylova, Blue Courtyard, Hollywood, 2019 © Anastasia Samoylova 

Seif Kousmate, from the series Waha, 2020-2024 © Seif Kousmate 


